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9 September 2025

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

After prayerful consideration, | must announce that the regular weekend Mass at St Mary’s
Catholic Church, Odessa (formerly celebrated on Saturdays at 4:30 p.m.), will be suspended
until further notice.

This decision arises from the reality that our Archdiocese does not currently have sufficient
priests available to provide regular weekend Mass at St Mary’s. As your Archbishop, | carry the
pastoral duty to ensure the care of all the faithful entrusted to me and this sometimes requires
difficult decisions in the face of limited resources.

As parishioners of St Patrick’s Parish, Railton, | encourage you to participate in the Sunday
Eucharist there. St Mary’s Church also remains available for funerals, baptisms and weddings in
keeping with the life of the Church.

| know this announcement will bring sadness, as St Mary’s holds a cherished place in the hearts
of many. Yet, | remind you that the Church is not only a building but the living Body of Christ. The
Eucharist remains the source and summit of our life of faith and the Lord continues to walk with

us on this journey.

Let us pray earnestly for vocations to the priesthood and for the continued vitality of our parish
communities. May Mary, our Mother, strengthen your faith and draw you ever closer to her Son.
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+ Michael Mulhall
Archbishop of Kingston
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